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Student Leadership Conference
217 STUDENT PARTICIPANTS
February 23rd marked the 11th annual Oregon TRIO
Association Student Leadership Conference. Over 200
students participated in this virtual event, ranging from
middle school, high school, & college students including some non-traditional adult students. The
conference's theme was "Navigating the New Normal,
dreaming big while navigating through a pandemic."
Presenters included our keynote speaker- TRIO
Alumni Tamam Waritu, Former OR congress members
Arnie Roblan & Caddy McKeown, financial aid
professionals, study abroad professionals, TRIO staff,
TRIO student & alumni panels, and Portland Trailblazer
TV Analyst Lamar Hurd.

TRIO Data
Total TRIO Projects in OR-D5
7
Students Served (2021)
1,230
1st Gen & Low-Income
71.84%
FY 2021 Funding
$2,23 MILLION
College Enrollment
57.31 %
College Graduation
76.06%

OREGON TRIO

TRIO Student Story
JOSE ROJAS OLIVARES

Who is TRIO?
The Federal TRIO Programs
(“TRIO”) are a set of educational
opportunity programs that
enable students from lowincome backgrounds to become
the first members of their
families to earn college degrees.
Currently serving more than
800,000 students from middle
school through adult education,
TRIO provides academic
tutoring, personal counseling,
mentoring, financial guidance,
and other supports necessary to
promote college access,
retention, and graduation.
Since its inception, TRIO has
helped more than 5 million
Americans earn college degrees.

"My name is Jose Rojas Olivares, and I am a junior at
Western Oregon University studying EarlyChildhood &
Elementary Education with a minor in English for Speakers of
Other Languages.
Although I currently reside in Western Oregon I was born
and raised in the Central Oregon area known as the high
desert. Growing up I experienced many challenges due to
coming from a low-income family, and as a first-generation
college student, I was naturally anxious about continuing
onto higher education. But thanks to finding a TRIO program
at my university I was able to find the tools I needed to feel
prepared for my classes, my social connections, and my
career after college.
I currently work for my university's TRIO program because of
how much I was helped and my desire to pay it forward! In
the end, I know I am only where I am right now because of
TRIO, and I am very thankful."
-Jose Rojas Olivares
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