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What is TRIO?
Our nation has asserted a commitment to providing educational
opportunity for all Americans regardless of race, ethnic background or
economic circumstance. In support of this commitment, Congress
established a series of programs to help low-income Americans enter
college, graduate and move on to participate more fully in America’s
economic and social life. These programs are funded under Title IV of
the Higher Education Act of 1965 and are referred to as the TRIO
Programs, referencing the fact that there were initially only three
programs - Upward Bound, Talent Search and Student Support
Services.
While student financial aid programs help students overcome financial
barriers to higher education, TRIO programs help students overcome
class, social and cultural barriers to higher education. As mandated by
Congress, two-thirds of the students served must come from families
with limited incomes, where neither parent graduated from college.
TRIO funds are distributed to institutions through competitive grants.
The Higher Education Act of 2008 broadened the definition of who is
eligible for TRIO services to include homeless youth, those in foster
care, English as Second Language learners, students with disabilities,
and other disconnected students.

National TRIO Programs and Who They Serve
Talent Search: Grades 6-12 and Adults Up to Age 27
Upward Bound: Grades 9-12
Upward Bound Math/Science: Grades 9-12
Upward Bound Veterans: Preparing & transitioning to college
Student Support Services: Undergraduate Students
Ronald E. McNair Post Baccalaureate: Provides Doctoral Study
Preparation for Undergraduate Students
Educational Opportunity Centers: Adults
TRIO Training Grants: TRIO Professionals

What is TRIO?
The Federal TRIO Programs (TRIO ) are outreach and student services
programs designed to identify and provide services for individuals from
disadvantaged backgrounds. TRIO includes eight programs targeted to
serve and assist low-income individuals, first generation college
students, and individuals with disabilities to progress through the
academic pipeline from middle school to post baccalaureate programs.
TRIO also includes a training program for directors and staff of TRIO
projects.
The current administration has committed to have the highest
proportion of students graduating from college in the world by 2020.
Part of that effort includes offering additional financial aid through
programs such as the Pell Grant. While student financial aid programs
help students overcome financial barriers in higher education, TRIO
programs provide the mentoring and advising support needed to help
students overcome academic, class, social and cultural barriers. TRIO
services ensure that educational opportunity and the American dream
remain available for all students in an increasingly competitive global
economy and world.
National TRIO Statistics
FY 2016 Funding = 874,188,102
Students Served = 828,069
Total # of projects = 2834

Oregon TRIO Summary
Students served 2016-2017 = 11,568
Total # of projects = 44
Total federal Funding = $12,116,224
8367 students (75%) are LIFG
1846 Two-Year SSS students in 13 projects
1487 Four-Year SSS students in 8 projects
6234 ETS students in 11 projects
569 UB students in 8 projects
82 McNair students in 3 projects
1000 EOC students in 1 project

Information taken from www.coenet.us and www.ed.gov

Clatsop Community College
Program

Students Served

Cost

SSS

160

$301,150

ETS

671

$322,080

UB

73

$305,486

Portland Community College (Willow Creek)
Program

Students Served

Cost

ETS

503

$241,440

Program

Students Served

Cost

UB

62

$257,500

Tigard High School

Kaylie Granlund,
Clatsop Community College, ETS
My transition to Pacific University and
moving away from home has been
beyond emotionally and physically
exhausting for me, but rewardingly
worth it as well. It's definitely more
challenging and the pace is much more
rigorous. I simply couldn't have
accomplished this transition to Pacific
without the help from the TRIO SSS
program. As a person with high anxiety about change, the tools and
resources within the TRIO SSS program made this a true transition
of ease. I will forever be thankful for the help, millions of answered
questions, guidance, and support from faculty within the TRIO SSS
program when assisting me in reaching my goals. After receiving a
letter in the mail congratulating me on making Dean’s List, and
learning that only 17.1% of Pacific's students met the criteria for
Dean’s List, I believe in myself just as the faculty members within
the TRIO SSS believed in me.

Tierra Moore, Clatsop Community College, ETS
Tieara Moore graduated as a Valedictorian from
Knappa High School in June 2016. She is currently a
freshman at Oregon State University and eventually
hopes to go to law school. She was born into a
turbulent relationship where her birth parents were
never married and abused alcohol, methamphetamines, cocaine and marijuana openly in front of her.
By the time she was in 3rd grade, she was a ward of
the State of California and her grandparents brought
her to Clatsop County, Oregon to live with them by
4th grade. Tieara struggled in school at first, but
started to thrive by middle school. “Meeting with my Talent Search advisor in middle
school was the first time I was told that I could go to college. I never saw myself as a
college student and I decided to work really hard in high school.” Tieara received the
Ford Family Foundation Scholarship and the National Horatio Alger Scholarship and
is thriving at Oregon State University.

Adrian Caballero Trujeque, PCC—Willow
Creek, Educational Talent Search
Adrian has been part of TRIO since the 6th grade
at Whitford Middle School. Adrian’s participation
in TRIO has benefited him in many ways. TRIO
has given him personal support, advice from
current students at colleges he was able to visit,
but most importantly expertise from his TRIO
advisor. TRIO has provided him with many
insights for the college process, preparing him to make decisions that will impact
him in the near future. TRIO guided him to improve his GPA and take challenging
courses. Adrian’s educational goal was to maintain at least a 3.0 GPA or above, and
TRIO has helped him maintain a 3.4 GPA while taking AP courses at Beaverton High
School. Adrian’s goal is to become an architect, and this program has helped him
visit college campuses and explore the steps to reach his educational goals. By
making rational decisions and receiving assistance, Adrian is on his way to become
an architect. TRIO has helped him stay on top of due dates for the FAFSA and
deadlines for college applications and for scholarship applications. Thanks to TRIO
advisors and teachers, he was accepted to Portland State University and will be
attending this upcoming Fall 2017 term.

Blue Mountain Community College
Program

Students Served

Cost

SSS

170

$238,548

Klamath Community College
Program

Students Served

Cost

SSS

140

$226,600

Grants Pass Family YMCA
Program

Students Served

Cost

ETS

500

$240,000

Oregon Institute of Technology
Program

Students Served

Cost

SSS

160

$254,713

Rogue Community College
Program

Students Served

Cost

EOC

1000

$236,900

SSS

176

$255,012

SSS

155

$226,600

ETS

592

$284,160

Southern Oregon University
Program

Students Served

Cost

McNair

28

$237,930

SSS

190

$281,724

Eastern Oregon University
Program

Students Served

Cost

SSS

166

$226,600

Adriana Alexander, Southern Oregon University, McNair
Adriana Alexander was a member of the 2014 Cohort in the SOU
McNair Program. Adriana graduated summa cum laude with a BS
in Cellular and Molecular Biology and a minor in Chemistry in
Spring 2016. Adriana received SOU’s 2016 Dankook Award, which
honors an outstanding male and female graduate based on
demonstration of scholarship, leadership, citizenship, and
character. Adriana’s dedication to scientific research is exemplified
by her work at SOU’s Biotechnology Center, the National Fish and
Wildlife Forensic Laboratory, and the Bowerman Lab at the University of Oregon.
Adriana entered into a fully funded doctoral program in Biological and Biomedical
Science in the field of Molecular and Integrative Physiology at Cornell University in
Ithaca, New York in Fall 2016. Adriana hopes to apply her post-baccalaureate
education in service of others as a professional research scientist in Developmental
and Reproductive Biology.

Tate Orlik Hill, Senior, Electrical Engineering, SSS
Oregon Tech | Klamath Falls Campus
My older brother studied engineering at OSU, and he encouraged
me to look into electrical engineering. During my senior year of
high school, I shadowed an electrical engineer at a former electric
motorcycle company called Brammo. I felt inspired by the hightech projects that the company was developing, and so I decided
to pursue electrical engineering. I am really drawn to the high-tech
world and would like to work for a company that develops new technologies. I
decided to join TRIO for the extra advising. Joining TRIO has allowed me to meet
many great students and work with some amazing people. I believe that my college
experience would not have been the same if I hadn’t joined TRIO. Even to this day, I
appreciate all of the friendships and mentorships I have gained from this program.

Curtis Ziegler, Rogue Community College, EOC
Being a forty-year-old enrolling in college for the first time
was daunting. As a recovering addict, Curtis was
concerned about his ability to balance the challenges of
life and school work. His success comes from his natural
charisma, passion for helping others and maintaining a 4.0
GPA. Drawing upon his personal history, with the help of
EOC staff, he was able to document his story and secure
significant scholarships. He credits the TRIO-EOC program with helping him develop
a sense of belonging at Rogue. Curtis reflects, “I still continue to connect with the
incredible people of TRIO who have encouraged me to break out of my shell and be
all I can be, as I work towards my goal of becoming a drug and alcohol counselor. I
am so grateful to be on this journey, and even more grateful to get to build lifelong
lasting connections with passionate people who care about others.”

Mt. Hood Community College
Program

Students Served

Cost

SSS

165

$255,010

ETS

501

$240,480

Multnomah Educational Service District
Program

Students Served

Cost

ETS

503

$230,000

Portland State University
Program

Students Served

Cost

SSS

273

$369,302

McNair

28

$237,930

ETS

685

$328,800

UB

108

$450,492

Immigrant & Refugee Community Organization
Program

Students Served

Cost

UB

50

$257,500

Portland Community College (Cascade)
Program

Students Served

Cost

SSS

140

$226,600

Angela Arriaga, Mt. Hood CC, SSS
Angela Arriaga is a first generation, lowincome, returning adult student who
survived domestic violence, and first earned
her GED and then her Associate of Science
Oregon Transfer Degree in Business in June,
2016. She then transferred to Eastern
Oregon University where she will earn her
Bachelor of Science degree in Business
Administration. She is striving to start a
franchise business venture and to give back
to the community in turn by providing
coaching and mentoring to other potential
entrepreneurs. She is an honors student who
worked in the Diversity Resource Center and as a mentor for the Women
in Transitions program.

Julio Arroyo-Burdett, PCC-Cascade, SSS,
Alcohol & Drug Counseling Major
My name is Julio Arroyo, and I am a TRIO
student at PCC Cascade. I returned to school
as an adult learner, living in recovery with a
few challenges. By the end of my first term,
it became apparent that I was in need of
extra support. A friend suggested I look into the TRIO program. I liked the personal
one-on-one service they offered, so I applied to join. Now, I’m starting on my second
year, and received a PCC Foundation scholarship, as well as identified and received
accommodations for my needs. I also continue to get career guidance to work on my
career goals. It is probable that I could have made it this far alone, but being part of
the TRIO program has made it possible for me to succeed by virtue of being part of a
resourceful team.

Justin Kidwell, MESD Alternative Pathways, ETS
Please meet Justin Kidwell, MESD’s Alternative Pathways
TRiO Talent Search student from Rosemary Anderson
High School. Justin will be graduating this June as a
junior, finishing high school in only 3 years with a 3.8
GPA. He attended Rosemary Anderson East his first two
years of school and transferred to the Lent’s campus
when it opened this fall to finish his final year of school.
Justin is dual enrolled in Portland Community College’s
PDX Bridge program and is currently taking a collegelevel English class and a college success class. He is
applying for Portland State University’s “Four Years Free”
program that provides …surprise…Four Years Free! You
must have a 3.4 GPA and qualify for grants available to
low-income participants to be eligible for the program.
Currently, his plan is to become a teacher but he also has
an interest in engineering. Justin has been giving back to his community in multiple
ways including volunteering at MESD’s Outdoor School program as a camp counselor
for 6th graders at the Canby Grove site. His nickname was “Tesla”, not for the car but
after a German scientist! He also volunteered to be the “student” on a tech panel
with other panelists from Elemental Software and Puppet Labs to answer questions
about technology at a gathering for all Rosemary Anderson High School students.
Justin is the student who makes working for TRiO so rewarding because he is always
asking to have any and all scholarships emailed to him and is always eager to sign up
for our college visits. He knows how to advocate for himself, a skill that will open
many doors for him in the future.

Lane Community College
Program

Students Served

Cost

SSS

180

$264,800

SSS-STEM

120

$226,600

University of Oregon
Program

Students Served

Cost

SSS

360

$544,177

McNair

28

$238,391

Southwest Oregon Community College
Program

Students Served

Cost

SSS

160

$300,100

ETS

622

$298,560

ETS

501

$240,480

UB

52

$257,500

Umpqua Community College
Program

Students Served

Cost

SSS

165

$277,571

ETS

592

$284,160

UB

65

$270,375

Oregon State University
Program

Students Served

Cost

SSS, SSS Stem

175, 120

$247,589 / $226,600

Kyra Gonzalez, Umpqua CC,
Upward Bound
A mature kid for her age and a great
student with a current GPA of 3.69, Kyra
was Student of the Month twice, and Captain of Competition Cheer Team. Active in
her local church, Kyra is a very involved
participant in Upward Bound. She has offered to tutor, and has tutored,
her fellow UBers. She is always the first one to help and has no problem
getting up in front of the group. She is such a ray of sunshine to have
around. Her goal is to be a journalist and travel the world. Upward Bound
is going to help her achieve all of that with college preparation.

Danny Barnum, University of Oregon, SSS
Danny’s first experience with higher education was when he
enrolled at Lane Community College’s satellite campus in
Florence. He paid his tuition in full each term by working long
hours at Moe’s Diner. In spring 2010, Danny enrolled full time
at LCC and earned his ASOT in Business. The following Fall,
Danny was accepted into the University of Oregon and the
Lundquist College of Business. He was still working full time and attending school full
time, but was unable to afford UO’s increased tuition as well as living expenses, so he
picked up another job to make ends meet. As Danny’s focus turned more towards
paying for school rather than his courses, his grades started slipping. Danny knew he
needed to think about his future, so he dropped out and moved to Santa Fe to work
as a bartender. During this time, Danny had time to think about what inspired him.
Danny returned to the UO in 2014, reenergized to work towards his degree in
Accounting. In his first term back, Danny enrolled in a math class with over 500 other
students and struggled. He was not able to be successful in the class and ended up
dropping it. Danny needed the math class for his major, but he was afraid to attempt
it again. With the help of TRIO, Danny was able to get priority registration and
successfully retake the same math course in a smaller setting and was successful.
TRIO also provided Danny with math tutors to help guide him when he was stuck.
Since joining TRIO, Danny’s GPA has increased from a 1.4 to over a 3.0 and he earned
his first A+. Danny still continues to work long hours and attend school full time. With
his work ethic and conscientious budgeting, as well as earning some much-needed
scholarships, including several terms of scholarship funding from TRIO, Danny will
earn his degree this spring without accruing any debt. Danny’s path has been longer
than most typical college students, but his varied life and work experiences have
helped inform his plans for the future.

Edward Lenning, Umpqua CC, ETS
During the beginning of Edward’s senior year in high
school, he had no intention of ever attending college.
Once Edward joined the Talent Search Program, he
began to apply himself in all of his course material with
a passion and drive he had never had before. Edward
quickly became a 4.0 GPA student with a determination
to surpass 95% of his graduating class. Edward also became entrenched in the
college going process, and became increasingly determined to apply to every
scholarship he could qualify for. By working with ETS, Edward attained enough
scholarship money to pay for the bulk of his college education at the Oregon Institute
of Technology, in Klamath Falls, Oregon. Edward was awarded the Wixon
scholarship, among others, and would only need to come up with $666 per year to
totally cover his college costs. As a proud student of OIT, Edward achieved all A’s,
with one B in his first term as a college freshman. He was also placed on the OIT
President’s list during his first semester!

Chemeketa Community College
Program

Students Served

Cost

SSS

206

$281,293

SSS-Disabled

103

$242,987

ETS

544

$261,120

UB

74

$317,055

Western Oregon University
Program

Students Served

Cost

SSS

250

$340,359

UB

52

$257,500

Berenice Cisneros-Moreno,
Chemeketa Community College
Educational Talent Search
Berenice Cisneros-Moreno graduated from McKay High School in 2016.
As a high school student she participated in the TRiO Talent Search
Program. In addition she completed Honor and AP courses, while
participating in AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination).
Currently, Berenice is attending Western Oregon University and majoring
in Education. She plans to pursue a Master’s Degree in Education and
become a high school teacher. Due to her academic success and
involvement in high school and in the community, she received
scholarships to help with her tuition.

Jesus Torralba, Chemeketa Community College,
Upward Bound
Jesus graduated in June 2016 from Woodburn AIS with an International Baccalaureate Diploma. As a Chemeketa Scholar, Jesus will complete his transfer degree before
moving on to Oregon State University to study Business and Agricultural Sciences.
Jesus is looking forward to continuing his relationship with Upward Bound as a
mentor for current students.

Kalyn Taylor, Western Oregon University,
Student Support Services
Kaylyn credits TRIO at WOU with being her support when her home-life was
unstable. With TRIO's help, Kaylyn secured employment on campus to pay her own
way through school and support her family. Kaylyn has served as a Summer Bridge
Peer Advisor for incoming TRIO-SSS students, and a Multicultural Representative,
mentoring underrepresented students. Kaylyn also participated in a service trip to
Ecuador. She hopes to become a Community Outreach Specialist with the FBI, and
will graduate Magna Cum Laude this spring.

The Talent Search program identifies and assists individuals from
disadvantaged backgrounds who have the potential to succeed in higher education. The program provides academic, career, and financial
advising to its participants and encourages them to graduate from high
school with rigorous curriculum, enroll in college, and complete their
postsecondary education. The program publicizes the availability of
financial aid and assists participants with the postsecondary application process. The goal of Talent Search is to increase the number of
youth from disadvantaged backgrounds who complete high school and
enroll in and graduate from college within six years.
Annual Performance Data

TRIO ETS

OR State Average

Total Students

6234

Percent LIFG

71.5%

College Enrollment Rate

76.1%

Graduates with Rigorous Curriculum

58.0%

Graduation Rate

91.4%

68% / 61% LIFG

FAFSA Completion of Graduates

84.0%

44%

63%

Services provided by the program include:










Educational assessment
Tutorial services
Career exploration
Mentoring programs
Exposure to college campuses
Academic, financial, career or
personal counseling including
advice on entry or re-entry to
secondary or postsecondary
programs
Assistance completing college
admissions and financial aid
applications
Financial literacy information





Assistance in preparing for
college entrance exams
Special activities for sixth,
seventh, and eighth graders
Workshops for the families of
participants

Upward Bound provides fundamental support to participants in
rigorous curriculum in high school, in their preparation for college
entrance, and ultimately in their higher education pursuits. Upward
Bound serves high school students from low-income families and
students from families in which neither parent holds a bachelor's
degree. The goal of Upward Bound is to increase the rate at which
participants complete secondary education and enroll in and graduate
from institutions of postsecondary education.
Annual Performance Data
UB Total Students
UB Percent LIFG
UB College Enrollment Rate
UB Graduates with Rigorous Curriculum
UB Persistence/Graduation Rate
UB Benchmark Completion Rate

TRIO UB

569
80.1%
79.3%
60.4%
99.5%
93.2%

OR State Average

63.0%
68% / 61% LIFG
62.3%

Services provided by the program include:









Instruction in reading, writing,
study skills, and other subjects
necessary for success in
education beyond high school
Instruction in math, laboratory
science, composition, literature,
and foreign language
Academic, financial, and
personal counseling
Exposure to academic programs
and cultural events
Tutorial services
Mentoring programs
Information on postsecondary
education opportunities







Assistance in completing college
entrance and financial aid
applications
Assistance in preparing for
college entrance exams
Work study positions to expose
participants to careers requiring
a postsecondary degree
Service learning and leadership
activities
Targeted instruction to improve
performance on state
standardized achievement tests

For Student Support Services, funds are awarded to institutions of
higher education to provide opportunities for academic development,
assist students with basic college requirements, and to motivate
students toward the successful completion of their postsecondary
education. Student Support Services (SSS) projects also may provide
grant aid to current SSS participants who are receiving Federal Pell
Grants (# 84.063). The goal of SSS is to increase the college retention
and graduation rates of its low income first generation participants.
Annual Performance Data

TRIO

Target School
Average

SSS 2-yr Total Students
SSS 2-yr Percent LIFG
SSS 2-yr College Retention Rate
SSS 2-yr % of Grads Transferring
SSS 2-yr Graduation Rate

1087
76.7%
80.1%
30.1%
50.8%

49.2%
20.9%
15.4%

Annual Performance Data
SSS 4-yr Total Students
SSS 4-yr Percent LIFG
SSS 4-yr Retention Rate
SSS 4-yr Graduation Rate

TRIO
1487
77.9%
91.9%
67.3%

OUS Average

74.1%
48.9%

Services provided by the program include:





Academic tutoring, which may
include instruction in various
subjects
Advice and assistance in postsecondary course selection
Assistance with financial aid
programs, and locating public
and private scholarships
Education or counseling in
services designed to improve
financial and economic literacy







Assistance in applying for
admission to graduate and
professional programs
Assistance in transferring from
2 –year institutions to 4-year
programs
Mentoring
Career exploration
Cultural enrichment activities

Through a grant competition, funds are awarded to institutions of
higher education to prepare eligible participants for doctoral studies
through involvement in research and other scholarly activities.
Participants are from disadvantaged backgrounds and have
demonstrated strong academic potential. Institutions work closely
with participants as they complete their undergraduate requirements.
Institutions encourage participants to enroll in graduate programs and
then track their progress through to the successful completion of
advanced degrees. The goal is to increase the attainment of Ph.D.
degrees by students from underrepresented segments of society.
McNair Total Students
McNair Total LIFG Students
McNair Enrollment in Graduate Program
McNair Involvement in Research Activities
McNair 1st Year Graduate School Persistence

82
83.6%
47.0%
100%
94.0%

Services provided by the program include:
Tutoring, academic counseling, and
activities designed to assist students
participating in the project in
securing admission to and financial
assistance for enrollment in
graduate programs
Opportunities for research or other
scholarly activities such as summer
internships, seminars and other
educational activities designed to
prepare students for doctoral study
Conferences, campus visits, and
presentations
Exposure to cultural events and
academic programs not usually
available to disadvantaged students
Mentoring

David Lee, U of Oregon,
McNair
David Lee, a LIFG student
who identifies as Native
American and White, was
admitted to the UO McNair
program in 2014. An
unfortunate set of circumstances forced him to
leave the university until this past summer. Back
in full swing, David has regained his position in
Dr. Robert Schofield’s ant lab where his research
focused on mandible wear and the distribution
of tasks in a leafcutter ant colony. He has
presented his research at the UO and the
National McNair Research Conference in
Wisconsin as well at Eugene’s Science Factory
for an audience of children and their parents.
David’s interests for graduate school focus on
research involving animals with dangerous
toxins that might be adapted to help treat
human diseases.

The Educational Opportunity Center provides counseling and
information on college admissions to qualified adults who want to
enter or continue a program of postsecondary education. The program
also provides services to improve the financial and economic literacy
of participants. An important objective of the program is to counsel
participants on financial aid options, including basic financial planning
skills, and to assist in the application process. The goal of the EOC
program is to increase the number of adult participants who enroll in
postsecondary education institutions.
EOC Total Students
EOC Percent LIFG
EOC Percent Applying for College
EOC College Enrollment Rate of Those Who Applied

1017
72%
98%
74%

EOC FAFSA Completion Rate

97%

Services provided by the program include:









Academic advising
Personal counseling
Career workshops
Information on postsecondary
education opportunities and
student financial assistance
Tutoring and mentoring
Assistance in completing
applications for college
admissions, testing, and
financial aid
Coordination with nearby
postsecondary institutions



Media activities designed to
involve and acquaint the
community with higher
education opportunities

Additional Information
TRIO Students Nationwide
Students enrolled in today’s TRIO Programs mirror our nation’s
multi-cultural and multiethnic society. 37% of TRIO students are White,
35% are African-American, 19% are Hispanic, 4% are Native American
and 4% are Asian- American. Twenty-two thousand TRIO students are
disabled.
TRIO college graduates are working in business, industry, government,
medicine, law, education, communications, sales, finance, politics,
transportation, publishing, law enforcement, computer science and
technology, engineering, and accounting.
Helpful websites
Oregon TRIO : www.oregon-trio.org
Northwest Association of Educational Opportunity Programs (NAEOP):
www.naeop-trio.org
Council for Opportunity in Education: www.coenet.us
U.S. Department of Education TRIO Home Page:

www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/trio/index.html

Contact information
Robin Williams, Oregon TRIO President
Advisor, Student Support Services
Southern Oregon University
williamr1@sou.edu, 541-552-8236
Darryl Kelley, Oregon TRIO President-Elect
College Coordinator, Upward Bound, ETS
Portland State University
dkelley@pdx.edu, 503-725-4458
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