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WHAT IS
TRIO?
Introduction

TRIO is a set of federallyfunded college
opportunity programs
that motivate and
support students from
disadvantaged
backgrounds to pursue a
college degree.
More than 800,000 lowincome, first-generation
students and students
with disabilities — from
sixth grade through
college graduation — are
served by over 3,100
programs nationally.

TRIO programs provide academic
tutoring, personal counseling,
mentoring, financial guidance, and
other supports necessary for
educational access and retention.
TRIO programs provide direct support
services for students, and relevant
training for directors and staff.
As mandated by Congress, two-thirds of
the students served must come from
families with incomes at 150% or less of
the federal poverty level and in which
neither parent graduated from college.
More than 3,100 TRIO projects currently
serve close to 800,000 low-income
Americans. Many programs serve
students in grades six through twelve.
Thirty-five percent of TRIO students are
Whites, 35% are African Americans, 19%
are Hispanics, 4% are Native Americans,
3% are Asian-Americans, and 4% are
listed as "Other," including multiracial
students. More than 7,000 students
with disabilities and approximately
6,000 U.S. veterans are currently
enrolled in the TRIO programs as well.
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War on Poverty

THE
HISTORY
BEHIND

The TRIO programs were the first
national college access and
retention programs to address the
serious social and cultural barriers
to education in America (previously,
only college financing had been on
policymakers' radar). TRIO began as
part of President Lyndon B.
Johnson's War on Poverty.

T R I O

Upward Bound

“TRIO”

The Educational Opportunity Act of
1964 established an experimental
program known as Upward Bound.
Then, in 1965, the Higher Education
Act created Talent Search. Finally,
another program, Special Services
for Disadvantaged Students (later
known as Student Support
Services), was launched in 1968.

Together, this “trio” of federallyfunded programs encouraged
access to higher education for lowincome students. By 1998, the TRIO
programs had become a vital
pipeline to opportunity, serving
traditional students, displaced
workers, and veterans.

Today
The original three programs had grown
to nine, adding Educational
Opportunity Centers and Veterans
Upward Bound in 1972, Training
Program for Federal TRIO programs in
1976, the Ronald E. McNair Postbaccalaureate Achievement Program in
1986, Upward Bound Math/Science in
1990, and the TRIO Dissemination
Partnership in 1998.
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Educational
Attainment

THE
ACHIEVEMENT
GAP

The growing achievement gap in
our country is detrimental to our
success as a nation. Despite
similar talents and potential, there
is a tremendous gap in
educational attainment between
America's highest and lowest
income students.

T R I O

Representation

Highly-Qualified

While there are numerous
talented and worthy low-income
students, relatively few are
represented in higher education,
particularly at America's more
selective four-year colleges and
universities.

While nearly 67% of high-income,
highly-qualified students enroll in
four-year colleges, only 47% of lowincome, highly-qualified students
enroll. Even more startling, 77% of the
least-qualified, high-income students
go on to college, while roughly the
same proportion of the mostqualified low-income students go on
to college.

Today
More than 1,000 colleges,
universities, community colleges,
and agencies offer TRIO Programs
in America, the Caribbean, and the
Pacific Islands. TRIO funds are
distributed to institutions through
competitive grants.
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NATIONAL/OREGON
TRIO STATISTICS

Total No.
Projects

Students
Served

FY 2021
Funding

NATIONAL TRIO

OREGON TRIO

3,100

47

800,000

10,009

$1.09 Billion

$14.94 Million
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DISTRICT
ONE
GRANTEES

Clatsop
Community
College

PROGRAM

NO. OF STUDENTS

Upward Bound

73

$353,059

Talent Search

583

$372,238

Student Support
Services

152

$348,048

65

$297,601

873
STUDENTS

$1,370,946

Tigard-Tualatin Upward Bound
School District

TOTAL

4 TRIO
PROGRAMS
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FY 2021 FUNDING

CLAIRE
FOLLETT
Clatsop Community College
Student Support Services

Addiction affected Claire Follett’s world from an early age, causing her to
drop out of Portland State University less than a year after graduating high
school. Instead, she found help on the Oregon Coast. As a TRIO SSS student
at Clatsop Community College Claire sought individualized support to
achieve her goals. Since starting with TRIO she has maintained a 4.0 GPA,
joined Phi Theta Kappa, and gained admission to Oregon State University.
All the while, Claire uses what she has learned to help those around her -as a TRIO SSS Peer Mentor and as a board member of the Little Yellow
House (an organization sponsoring meetings for individuals in recovery).
“Before joining TRIO I felt like I didn’t have the support I needed to make it
through college. TRIO has helped me in many ways: registering for classes,
applying to colleges, and learning about scholarships. They’ve given me the
confidence to navigate college successfully.” – Claire Follett
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ALEJANDRA LOPEZ
NESTOR
Clatsop Community College - Upward Bound
Alejandra Lopez Nestor is a current Upward Bound senior at
Warrenton High School. She engages with her community by taking on
leadership roles at her school, volunteering at community events,
interning at various organizations, and overall being a great role
model for those around her. She is a social justice warrior and her
dream is to pursue a career in public policy. She has the initiative,
maturity, dedication, and confidence to develop her political advocacy
skills further and represent us at local, state, and national levels.
Alejandra’s presence in any community is valuable, as she always
contributes to any environment in the most positive way. She won the
Oregon Beat the Odds Scholarship and has been selected as one of
two Oregon delegates for the prestigious U.S. Senate Youth Scholars
program.
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ASHLYNN
ANDRES
Clatsop Community College
Talent Search

Ashlynn Andres is a former TRiO Talent Search student graduating from
Clatsop Community College with an Oregon Transfer degree in the
Spring of 2022. TRiO helped her learn about her college options and
applying to scholarships. The college trips that TRiO offers also helped
expand her horizons and her dream about what she wanted her future
to look like. With the help of her TRiO advisor she received several
scholarships that helped her pay for her first two years. She was getting
mostly A's in college and was surprised how well she does academically
compared to high school. The schedule is more conducive to her parttime job at Starbucks, and she enjoys her professors and studies.
Ashlynn continues her studies at Arizona State University to complete a
bachelor's degree in Counseling & Applied Psychological Science.
Ashlynn plans to work as a social worker in hospitals and clinical settings
once she graduates.
"TRiO helped me learn about scholarships and FAFSA, both of which I
knew nothing about before joining the program. It helped immensely to
have an advisor to navigate me through the process" - Ashlynn Andres
10

TENZIN
DOLKAR
Tigard-Tualatin School District
Upward Bound

"As an Upward Bound (UB) student I visited colleges with other
first-generation college students. This allowed me to visualize
my end goal as I imagined myself sitting in that exact lecture
room four years later. The connections I made with the UB
summer tutor-counselors inspired me because despite being
from underprivileged backgrounds they had overcome many
barriers and graduated with bachelor's and master's degrees.
Without the UB financial workshops and staff support I
wouldn't have known about the research internships and
scholarships offers I received. During my senior summer I
learned to write college essays that helped me set minideadlines as my teacher met up with me every week to edit. I
am currently studying Bioengineering at Stanford University. I
wouldn't have given Stanford a shot without encouragement to
apply from UB. I'm forever grateful for UB, which uplifted me
and changed my life." -Tenzin Dolkar
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DISTRICT TWO
GRANTEES
Blue
Mountain
Community
College

PROGRAM

NO. OF STUDENTS

FY 2021 FUNDING

Student Support
Services

94

$278,698

Upward Bound

42

$297,601

Student Support
Services

160

$261,888

Oregon
Institute of
Technology

Student Support
Services

160

$294,380

Oregon State
University Cascade

Student Support
Services

77

$261,888

Project
Youth+

Talent Search

500

$277,375

Educational
Opportunity Center

815

$273,793

Talent Search

514

$328,413

Student Support
Services

135

$284,758

Student Support
Services STEM

122

Klamath
Community
College

Rogue
Community
College

Southern
Oregon
University

TOTAL

McNair
Student Support
Services

12 TRIO
PROGRAMS
12

$253,032

28

$274,983

193

$325,598

2,820
STUDENTS

$3,412,407

SALEEN
MCENTIRE
Blue Mountain
Community College
Student Support Services

Blue Mountain Community College (BMCC) TRiO SSS is pleased to
present Saleen McEntire. Saleen is finishing up her Associate of Arts
Oregon Transfer degree from BMCC and has been accepted to the
University of Idaho where she will study for a Bachelor of Science
degree in Animal and Veterinary Science.
Saleen has been a TRIO student since beginning her college
adventures in September of 2020. She serves as the Outreach
Coordinator for BMCC’s Associated Student Government. She has
been a Student Ambassador and has worked at our local farm
supply store for the past three years. This year she began working
for our TRIO program as a peer mentor while maintaining an Honor
Roll GPA of over 3.5!
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DONALD
ROGERS
Project Youth+
Talent Search

When Donald Rogers joined Project Youth+ his junior year of high school
he was unsure if he would even have the opportunity to go to college.
Donald had faced many challenges by the time he reached high school;
Donald's father (who served in Iraq) had severe PTSD and was
emotionally abusive towards Donald, causing him to have very low selfesteem. Donald’s TRIO Advisors worked with him to realize his self-worth
while introducing him to post-secondary options.
With the help of Project Youth+ Donald was able to tour colleges and
figure out which college would be the best fit for him, which is Corban
University. Donald graduated from high school in 2021 with a 3.7 GPA
and is now studying at Corban University to receive his Bachelor’s in
Biblical History. Donald is thriving at Corban, even receiving straight A’s
his first semester, and frequently checks in with his mentors at Project
Youth+!
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Oregon Institute of Technology

Matt Wilson

Student Support Services

"As a non-traditional low-income first-generation student and a recovering addict,
I faced a multitude of challenges in pursuit of a better life. In my search for
resources to address my challenges I was introduced to TRIO. They turned out to
be my biggest asset throughout my educational endeavor. They helped with
everything: advising, tutoring, scholarships, letters of recommendation, social
events, and even exposing me to arts and culture. Knowing I had them on my
team provided peace of mind and the confidence to take risks. I applied to the
Multiple Engineering Cooperative Program's (MECOP) external internship
program during my first year at the Oregon Institute of Technology. I was granted
an interview and TRIO staged multiple mock panel interviews to prepare me. I
was accepted into the program and interviewed twice more to land two top-notch
internships. I worked for two prestigious Northwest corporations: six months with
Precision Castparts in the aerospace manufacturing industry and six months with
Intel in the silicon industry. Both externships turned into potential career
opportunities, opportunities, as MECOP graduates are preferred hires throughout
the Northwest. As I approach graduation, the biggest challenge I face is where to
begin my career. I am on the brink of a brand new life, and TRIO has supported
me from start to finish." -Matt Wilson
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KIMBERLY
MARKLEY

Oregon State University - Cascade
Student Support Services

"'Any major change in the direction of our lives, even if it's a positive one, is most
successful when we have a community to support and guide us.'
When I first embarked on the daunting process of my first year at Oregon State
University-Cascades as an older non-traditional student the support offered by the
mentors and counselors through TRIO was an enormous boost. Their guidance gave me
the confidence to take more challenging courses, step into a leadership position in
student organizations, and find volunteer opportunities that enriched my campus
experience. The TRIO community has broadened my future goals and brought me so
much joy and fulfillment.
Spring Term of 2022 represents the midpoint of my journey towards a four-year
engineering degree in Computer Science. I am looking forward to studying abroad in
Barcelona over the summer before coming home to Bend, where I will continue learning
to apply my studies to the broader world. I plan to utilize the knowledge from my
project-based work at Innovation Co-Lab to give back to the community. My dream has
always been to find better ways to leverage new technology to solve real-world
problems. In addition, I want to make the STEM fields more accessible for broader, more
diverse groups of people.
'The algorithms that dominate the choices and paths we can take in life should be
written by the people, not the privileged few.'" -Kimberly Markley
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JIMENA
VALENCIA
Rogue
Community College
Talent Search

Jimena Valencia was born in Chicago, Illinois, although she spent
most of her upbringing living in Aguascalientes, Mexico. I would
consider Jimena a respectful, polite, and outgoing person who has
worked hard and diligently to make her family proud. The loss of
her father has served as motivation to continue and honor her
promise of obtaining a college degree she made to him all those
years ago when she was just a little girl. Jimena's goal is to get a
bachelor's degree in Communications and Marketing. She has been
passionate and fascinated by this since she became a TRiO student
here at Eagle Point High School. One of her aspirations is to travel
around the world, as she loves going on adventures and gaining
exposure to new cultures.
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CHRISTINE
LOCKE
Rogue Community College
Educational Opportunity Center

On Thanksgiving Day in 2019 Christine Locke quit using drugs
and alcohol and began overcoming early childhood trauma.
During the last five years of addiction she became homeless
and desperate for a change. At forty-seven years old she is a
full-time college student at Rogue Community College. She has
a home (complete with a white picket fence!) and is committed
to continuing her education and giving back to the community
that has brought her out of the gutter into a place of belonging,
acceptance, and -dare I say it- love. Christine says, "my goal is to
obtain a Bachelor’s Degree in Human Services, focusing on cooccurring disorders. I have a passion for it!" She works at
helping people who may be struggling and organizes
community events to support the homeless population. She
says, “I want to help. I have to help. I will help.”
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EMILY
TAYLOR
Southern Oregon
University
McNair
Emily Taylor (2016 Southern Oregon University (SOU) McNair Cohort)
participated in TRIO Programs from junior high/high school (Talent
Search) through her entire undergraduate experience at SOU (SSS and
McNair), where she graduated magna cum laude with a Bachelor of
Arts in History and a minor in Sociology/Anthropology in Spring 2018.
In Fall 2018 Emily began her fully-funded graduate education in Loyola
University’s History doctoral program in Chicago, Illinois. While at SOU
Emily participated in a prestigious summer internship in public history
at Brown University, volunteered with the Southern Oregon Historical
Society as well as in the SOU Anthropology Laboratory, and worked in
the McNair office and the Hannon Library as a student worker. After
completing her doctoral degree in 2023 Emily plans on being a public
historian working with historic houses and sites.
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WHILLAMINA WISE

Southern Oregon University
Student Support Services

Whillamina Wise is pursuing a Bachelor of Arts with a double major in International
Studies and Spanish Language & Culture. During her years at Southern Oregon
University (SOU) she has participated actively in many campus programs, including the
Success at Southern/TRIO Student Support Services (SSS) Program. She has participated
in free TRIO-SSS classes workshops, among other services. She has served as a student
leader, as a Peer TRIO-SSS Tutor, TRIO-SSS Ambassador, and TRIO Club President.
Furthermore, she is in the TRIO-McNair Scholars program at SOU (completing a funded
internship to conduct undergraduate research focusing on the intersection of
immigration status, gender, and intimate partner violence among Latina women).
She had the opportunity to present at Policy Seminar 2021 and take part in several TRIOsponsored conferences, including the Student Leadership Conference. She was also
selected as a Keith Sherin Global Leader in 2020 where she engaged with the TRIO
community on a global scale. Willamina has been awarded the 2022 Oregon TRIO
Association (OTA) Alumni Fellowship and will be attending the upcoming 2022 Council
for Opportunity in Education (COE) Policy Seminar in Washington, DC. She is currently
submitting applications to several doctoral/master programs in her field.
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DISTRICT THREE
GRANTEES

PROGRAM

NO. OF STUDENTS

FY 2021 FUNDING

Immigrant &
Refugee
Community
Organization

Upward Bound

50

$297,601

Multnomah
Education
Service
District

Talent Search

503

$277,375

Talent Search

501

$277,000

Student Support
Services

165

$295,000

Student Support
Services

141

$261,909

Talent Search

685

$367,153

Upward Bound

120

$521,168

McNair

34

$265,684

Student Support
Services

277

$476,745

Student Support
Services - STEM

93

$348,220

Mt. Hood
Community
College

Portland
Community
College

Portland
State
University

TOTAL

10 TRIO
PROGRAMS

2,569
STUDENTS
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$3,387,855

NHU
NGUYEN
Immigrant & Refugee
Community
Organization
Upward Bound

"My family immigrated to the U.S. from Vietnam when I was 12. My
mom sacrificed a lot for my chance at academic success. She once
confessed that she wouldn’t push herself to such lengths if she didn't
have me. Struggling in school I feared that her efforts would be in
vain. My path took a turn in 2016 when I joined the Immigrant &
Refugee Community Organization Upward Bound (UB) program. The
staff helped me improve my English and school performance. The
program allowed me to step out of my comfort zone, build
relationships, and receive tremendous college support. The staff
helped me apply to many scholarships and colleges; as a result, I was
able to enroll at the University of Portland (UP). Currently a
sophomore UP Nursing student I am on my way to becoming a
Pediatric Nurse. Thanks to UB I am now on course to reach my
academic and professional potential, justifying my mother’s
hardships." -Nhu Nguyen
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KAYLA
FORD
Multnomah Education Service District
Talent Search

Kayla Ford, a TRIO Alternative Pathways graduate of Alliance High School
in Portland, Oregon, was an integral part of the Meek campus
community with her commitment to leadership, participation in
activities, and positive relationships with everyone she met. In addition
to her busy school life Kayla dedicated time to her passion; working with
animals. In 2021-2022 Kayla will pursue a career in Veterinary Medicine
at Fort Valley College (FV) in Georgia. At FV, Kayla will have the
opportunity to explore rural animal medicine. Despite much of her time
in the program spent during COVID Kayla's efforts and enthusiasm did
not go unnoticed. Kayla earned a Black United Fund Scholarship, the
Doug Stroh Award (School Ambassador), and several other accolades.
Alternative Pathways TRIO helped Kayla expand her vision from
pursuing a Vet Tech certificate to jumping in with both feet to a four-year
college and reaching for her dreams now. Kayla has overcome many
personal obstacles and reminds us to believe in ourselves and our
potential.
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MARIA YOSELIN
CHAVEZ
Mt. Hood Community College
Talent Search

Maria Yoselin Chavez has participated in the Mt Hood Community College
(MHCC) TRIO Talent Search program since 6th grade. Even before joining
TRIO in middle school Yoselin displayed tremendous ability. She was one of
the first middle school students bussed to the high school to take
advanced-level math and science classes. Taking advanced classes since her
freshman year of high school Yoselin has continuously pushed herself to
excel in the classroom to achieve her goal of being the first member of her
family to graduate high school and attend college. In addition, she's
demonstrated her tremendous work ethic (which she credits to her hardworking parents) by working since her early teens to contribute towards the
household budget. Despite these time commitments she is devoted to her
hobbies including Tae Kwon Do, archery, and playing the violin. During her
senior year she elected to participate in the Middle College program
through David Douglas High School and MHCC, where she takes classes on
the MHCC campus while receiving both college and high school credit
towards her graduation. A candidate to be class valedictorian, Yoselin was
accepted to Princeton University, where she intends to study Aerospace
Engineering.
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MARK AITKEN
Mt. Hood Community College
Student Support Services
"My name is Mark Aitken, and I am 55 years old and never
went to school past the 8th grade. Until now! I am a lowincome first-generation student and a cancer survivor. My
educational journey started at Mt. Hood Community College
in the fall of 2019, and I joined TRIO-SSS in the fall of 2020. I
am graduating in spring 2022 with an Associate degree and a
3.68 GPA. I will be transferring to Nova Southeastern
University in Florida with a $64,000 scholarship! I plan to
major in English and then work at a community college
starting as a tutor for basic reading and writing classes. TRIO
has helped support me with my educational goals and
university transfer to continue working towards my dreams."
-Mark Aitken
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ORYANNA
POE
Portland Community College
Student Support Services

"I heard about TRIO after receiving my GED when I was 26. My
first TRIO class was about time management and was quite
beneficial because I was managing a restaurant for upwards of
45 hours per week. In my next classes I learned to budget and
all about scholarships. I applied for the Portland Community
College Scholarship with their assistance and was awarded it. I
have to admit that winning it was a ray of sunshine in my
otherwise bleak personal life. I can't emphasize enough how
lost I would be without my TRIO advisor Saundra Joseph. She
has helped me stay on track and advance throughout my
academic career. She and Liz Bernunzio assisted me with nonschool-related matters from obtaining COVID information to
being there for me when my puppy became ill. They go above
and beyond your expectations, which is exactly what I needed. I
owe a lot of my success to TRIO and I couldn't be more
grateful!" -Oryanna Poe
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DANIEL
CARRILLO
Portland State University
Student Support Services

"Hola, a todos! My name is Daniel Carrillo and I am a Senior at Portland
State University majoring in Health Studies: Community Health
Promotion. I am 21 years old and grew up in White Swan, Washington on
the Yakima Reservation. I am a Chicano, first-generation college student,
and have had TRIO services since I was a Junior in high school. Aside
from the amazing services offered by TRIO programs, the staff has
always been excellent.
I hope to graduate this year and be the first in my family to do so. My
goal is to create a nonprofit organization that helps Indigenous
communities while continuing my work with PAXIS, an
Intervention/Prevention education program based in Tucson, Arizona.
My hobbies include mechanic work, whittling, painting, cooking, and
hanging out with my amazing cat Akiko." -Daniel Carrillo
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AYAN
MUHUMED
Portland State University
Student Support Services

"Hi, my name is Ayan Muhumed, and I am a senior at
Portland State University. I am pursuing a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Social Work. in Social Work, with a minor
in Civic Leadership. I was born and raised in Kebri Beyah,
Ethiopia, and moved to the U.S. ten years ago.
I have been a part of the TRIO-SSS program since the
second term of my freshmen year. As a first-generation
student I am immensely grateful for all the support,
guidance, and resources I have obtained from TRIO-SSS.
Without the remarkable and easily accessible services
provided by TRIO-SSS I wouldn’t be where I am today."
-Ayan Muhumed
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DISTRICT FOUR
GRANTEES

Lane
Community
College

Oregon
State
University

Southwestern
Oregon
Community
College

Umpqua
Community
College

University of
Oregon

TOTAL

PROGRAM

NO. OF STUDENTS

FY 2021 FUNDING

Student Support
Services

127

$306,036

Student Support
Services - STEM

102

$261,888

Student Support
Services

120

$286,146

Student Support
Services - STEM

176

$261,888

Upward Bound

60

$297,601

Student Support
Services

128

$346,835

Talent Search

374

277,931

Talent Search

437

$345,055

Upward Bound

60

$297,601

Student Support
Services

165

$320,797

Talent Search

344

$328,413

Upward Bound

44

$312,480

McNair

29

$275,516

Student Support
Services

360

$624,299

14 TRIO
PROGRAMS

2,517
STUDENTS
29

$4,542,486

DANIEL
GARNICA

Oregon State
University
Student Support Services
STEM
Daniel Garnica is in the TRIO SSS STEM program at Oregon State
University (OSU) and is majoring in Computer Science. Prior to
attending OSU, he was a student at South Albany High School and in
the Upward Bound (UB) program.
Daniel received impactful, holistic support from his UB counselor to
apply at OSU and apply for federal financial aid. In the fall of 2019
he began his first college term and faced some challenges. He
wanted to improve his study skills to be able to thrive academically.
Daniel remembers the support of his SSS counselor, peer tutors,
and the TRIO community being helpful for this transition.
Additionally, working as an SSS peer mentor and helping plan major
program events has impacted him. Daniel is excelling at reaching
his educational and career goals with an overall institutional GPA of
3.44 and recently accepted a paid summer internship with Best Buy!
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KAYLIE
PEREZ-INGLE

Oregon State
University
Upward Bound

Kaylie Perez-Ingle is a 2021 TRiO Upward Bound (UB) graduate from South
Albany High School. Due to her continuous involvement, both as a
participant and later as a volunteer at the Boys & Girls Club Association
(BGCA), she received a large 2-year BGCA Scholarship! Kaylie joined UB in
her sophomore year of high school; she was one of the program's first
participants in South Albany High School history. Kaylie immediately
became the program's leader and embodied the word ambassador. Kaylie
wore the TRiO UB logo with pride and participated in every trip, event,
meeting, and classroom activity that was hosted. Kaylie's personal life was
the catalyst for her maturity and the reason for her dream of obtaining
success. With doubts about what to major in, and which career to pursue,
Kaylie moved forward knowing that eventually she would find her calling.
Currently, Kaylie is at Oregon State University (OSU), a part of the University
Exploratory Program. She is also a part of OSU's TRIO SSS program and has
become a student worker for the same UB program that guided her
throughout high school. Kaylie is determined to change her living situation,
be a role model for her sibling, and ultimately enjoy the fruits of her labor.
31

TRINH
TONI
Oregon State
University
Student Support Services

Toni’s parents immigrated to the U.S. from Vietnam, and they have had to
work very hard to provide opportunities for their children. Toni learned to
study hard in school while spending a lot of her free time helping out in
her uncles’ restaurant (which she still does).
While at Oregon State University, she has completed two drinking waterrelated research projects, went to Panama to research habitat complexity
of mangrove ecosystems, and completed an internship with Boeing where
she worked on six projects around waste reduction and pollution
prevention. She also volunteered as a Beaver Hangouts coach was active
in our TRIO SSS program, and worked at the library information desk. She
will be graduating in the spring with a Bachelor of Science in Chemical
Engineering and a dream to contribute to the sustainability of our planet
by focusing on treating and preventing waste.
“I’m grateful for TRIO. When I first transitioned into college you all helped
me when I was lost at times. I think it was also nice to know there was a
support network here when I needed it.” -Toni
32

TRAVIS
TERRY
Umpqua Community College - Student Support Services

Umpqua Community College (UCC) would like to highlight
Travis Terry as our successful student. Travis was a nontraditional student coming to UCC after working in the oil
fields of New Mexico for 15 years before moving with his
wife to California. They lived a rough and tumble lifestyle
until they found out they were pregnant. They decided to
get sober and make a new start somewhere else.
They moved to Oregon and enrolled at UCC. He was an
active participant of TRIO and graduated with a 3.83 GPA.
He then transferred to Oregon State University, where he
is now finishing his degree in Geology.
33

DONALD
(EZRA)
BROTHERS

The University of Oregon - Student Support Services
Donald (Ezra) Brothers was admitted to the University of Oregon (UO) in Fall 2020
after following a less typical educational path and graduating from a local charter
school. Ezra already had strong connections to UO from participating in a TRIO-like,
pre-college pipeline program called SAIL (Summer Academy to Inspire Learning). As a
person who was essentially on his own from a very young age, SAIL was the first time
Ezra saw college as a possibility for a kid like him: a first-generation, low-income kid
who had been on his own emotionally and financially for a long time.
SAIL was such a game-changer for Ezra that he became a college student peer
leader. He wanted to help students like himself realize that college is possible despite
barriers and self-doubt. Ezra struggled a lot mentally and financially as a student.
Still, with the help of TRIO SSS and other advisors during his time at the University of
Oregon, and since graduating, Ezra has learned how to manage both. He feels a
whole new world has opened up to him as a college graduate.
For a year Ezra has been a Peer Support Specialist at Direction Services Healthy
Transition Program. He supports people seeking mental health recovery by sharing
his own lived experience of successfully seeking out mental health supports. He
builds mutual trust with his young adult clients to feel empowered to advocate for
themselves on their mental health journey. Ezra has some long-term goals including
pursuing a graduate degree and for him and his partner to buy a house for
themselves, their three cats, and their dog (hopefully by the time he is 30 years old).
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TONY
MUNOZ
University of Oregon
McNair
"The amount of support and help I received from the different members
of the McNair team was incredible.
When I decided to pursue a post-baccalaureate program instead of
applying to grad school I was supported and given resources to help me
apply.
I was successful in securing a position at Oregon Health and Science
Universities National Institute of Health post-baccalaureate Research
Education Program because of the help I received from the University of
Oregon McNair team. I've been accepted to the University of Maryland (so
far)!" -Tony Munoz
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DISTRICT
FIVE
GRANTEES

PROGRAM

NO. OF STUDENTS

Upward Bound

Chemeketa
Community
College

Western
Oregon
University

TOTAL

FY 2021 FUNDING

75

$366,430

Talent Search

475

$301,784

Student Support
Services

207

$325,099

Disability Student Support
Services

101

$280,828

Upward Bound

52

$297,601

Student Support
Services

60

$393,363

SSS Teachers Prep

260

$261,888

7 TRIO
PROGRAMS

1,230
STUDENTS

$2,226,993
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Chemeketa
Community College
Talent Search

ELIAZAR DELGADO
Eliazar Delgado is a 2021 TRIO Talent Search graduate from
North Salem High School. He's studying Pre-Pharmacy at
Chemeketa Community College with plans to transfer to the
University of Oregon and then to Oregon Health and Science
University for his Master's degree. His short-term career goal is
to be a pharmacy technician, while his long-term career goal is
to become a nuclear pharmacist. He credits TRIO and his TRIO
advisor with helping him navigate his path to college, and he
especially enjoyed participating in the National Student
Leadership Congress.
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ISABEL

Chemeketa Community College
D-Student Support Services
In the fall of 2016, just three days after turning 18, Isabel was in a car accident that changed her life
forever. Upon waking from a coma all she remembered was her senior year of high school.
Determined to graduate with her class, she worked hard on her in-patient therapies to be released by
her “target discharge date.”
Being discharged from the hospital and homeschooled for the remainder of her senior year brought
on a whole new set of physical, mental, and emotional struggles. Not being able to walk, run, write, or
do necessities (like shower on her own) took a toll. Mentally her ability to remember, retain, recall, or
even express her feelings were all a challenge. She struggled with the inability to show emotion as she
has difficulty producing tears or thinking through her feelings and emotions. Being on a breathing
tube impacted (and still does) her ability to communicate, and she has undergone multiple eye
surgeries. Despite these challenges she graduated with her high school class in 2017. Two of her
favorite teachers helped her walk across the stage to receive her hard-earned diploma at graduation.
A high school diploma wasn’t her end goal, as Isabel had aspirations for her future. As a middle school
student she was accepted into a 5-year program called “Willamette Academy,” a pre-college program
designed to prepare and support first-generation students; she was college-bound. Although her
goals were delayed and looked different now, she used her strong will and dedication to enroll at
Chemeketa Community College. She began classes in Winter term 2018 after having eye surgery the
month prior.
Isabel says her educational journey “has been nothing but hard.” She has had to work through
numerous obstacles: retaining information, taking notes, speech therapy, and adapting to “living life in
a wheelchair” are just a few. With TRIO Isabel would spend hours working on homework and receiving
one-on-one tutoring. As a result, she has really “plugged in,” utilizing the resources, knowledge, and
access to support her success. Isabel felt added pressure as a first-generation student, especially
because of all her “new” disabilities. Still, she is thankful to have found that “safe space” in, and with,
the other students, tutors, and staff of the TRIO program.
In June of 2022, Isabel will complete her Associates of Arts Oregon Transfer (AAOT) degree! She plans
to take a “much-needed break” after graduating to focus on her physical health and recovery. Much of
her recovery has been on hold while focusing on school. Being in a coma has had a lasting impact to
this day. She has tremors and difficulty speaking clearly, and she would love to build her strength to
walk again. Her long-term goal is to be in social work to help children of all ages and parents with the
resources and education to be able to care for their children.
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Chemeketa
Community College
Upward Bound

MARTHA HERNANDEZ
Martha Hernandez is a 2021 TRIO Upward Bound (UB) graduate
from North Salem High School. She is attending Willamette
University and majoring in either Biology or Chemistry. She
plans to pursue a career in the medical field to become a
pediatrician. Her sister Jazmin who was also in UB is also
studying at Willamette University. In UB the twin siblings will
graduate from North Salem High School this spring. Martha’s
favorite memories from UB were our trips to Washington D.C.
and Seattle.
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JOSE ROJAS OLIVARES
Western Oregon University - Teachers Prep-SSS
"Hi everyone! My name is Jose Rojas Olivares, and I am a junior at
Western Oregon University studying Early Childhood/Elementary
Education with a minor in English for Speakers of Other Languages.
Although I currently reside in Western Oregon I was born and raised in
the Central Oregon area known as the high desert. Growing up I
experienced many challenges due to coming from a low-income family,
and as a first-generation college student I was naturally anxious about
continuing onto higher education. But thanks to finding a TRIO program
at my university I was able to find the tools I needed to feel prepared for
my classes, my social connections, and my career after college. I
currently work for my university's TRIO program because of how much I
was helped and my desire to pay it forward! In the end, I know I am only
where I am right now because of TRIO, and I am very thankful." -Jose
Rojas Olivares
40

MOSHE
MARTINEZ
Western Oregon University
Upward Bound

“Upward Bound (UB) provided me with not just the skills and knowledge
to pursue higher education, but to succeed in life. It gave me support
from mentors and advisors that I wouldn’t have had otherwise. I learned
how to make connections with other students and embrace my
uniqueness. Joining UB was one of the best decisions I’ve ever made, and
I am grateful that this program exists.” -Moshe Martinez
Moshe Martinez is a 2019 Upward Bound graduate from Independence,
Oregon. A sophomore in college, Moshe is majoring in Computer Science
with a minor in Spanish. He continues his TRIO involvement as a
participant in Student Support Services. In addition, Moshe is “giving
back” to Upward Bound by serving as a Tutor/Mentor. He also serves as
a campus orientation leader and is active in club soccer. After graduation
Moshe plans to attend graduate school or enter into a career in the
technology industry.
41

RICARDO ACEVEDO-SOLIS
Western Oregon University
Student Support Services

Ricardo is a first-generation student who comes from a
hardworking family. He is the second oldest out of six
brothers and sisters. He recently completed his Bachelor's
degree requirements this December 2021 and received his
Bachelor's in Communication Studies. During his time at
Western Oregon University he was involved with many
programs on campus. He actively participated in clubs and
has held multiple on-campus job positions. In these positions
his passion grew to continue working in higher education. I
am proud to say that Ricardo was recently hired as an
Admissions Counselor at Western Oregon University. His hard
work is paying off. I am excited to see him grow and thrive
from this new opportunity.
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Oregon TRIO Programs
UPWARD

Upward Bound provides fundamental support to participants in rigorous

BOUND

curriculum in high school, in their preparation for college entrance, and
ultimately in their higher education pursuits. Upward Bound serves high
school students from low-income families and students from families in
which neither parent holds a bachelor’s degree. The goal of Upward
Bound is to increase the rate at which participants complete secondary
education, enroll in, and graduate from institutions of post-secondary
education.

STUDENT
SUPPORT
SERVICES

Student Support Services (SSS) funds are awarded to institutions
of higher education to provide opportunities for academic development,
assist students with basic college requirements, and motivate students
toward the successful completion of their postsecondary education.
Student Support Services projects also may provide grant aid
(scholarships) to current participants who are receiving Federal Pell
Grants (#84.063). The goal of the program is to increase the college
retention and graduation rates of low-income, first-generation, and
disabled students.

EDUCATIONAL
TALENT
SEARCH

The Talent Search program identifies and assists individuals from
disadvantaged backgrounds who have the potential to succeed in higher
education. The program provides academic, career, and financial advising
to its participants and encourages them to graduate from high school
with a rigorous curriculum, enroll in college, and complete their
postsecondary education. The program publicizes the availability of
financial aid and assists participants with the postsecondary application
process. The goal of Talent Search is to increase the number of youth
from disadvantaged backgrounds who complete high school, enroll in,
and graduate from college within six years.
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Oregon TRIO Programs
EDUCATIONAL

The Educational Opportunity Center provides counseling and

OPPORTUNITY

information on college admissions to qualified adults who want

CENTER

to enter, or continue, a program of postsecondary education.
The program also provides services to improve the financial
and economic literacy of participants. An important objective of
the program is to counsel participants on financial aid options
including basic financial planning skills, and to assist in the
application process. The goal of the program is to increase
the number of adult participants who enroll in postsecondary
education institutions.

Ronald E.

Grant funds are awarded to institutions of higher education to

McNair

prepare participants for doctoral studies through involvement

Post-

in research and other scholarly activities. Participants are from

Baccalaureate

disadvantaged backgrounds and have demonstrated strong academic

Achievement

potential. Institutions work closely with participants as they complete

Program

their undergraduate requirements. Institutions encourage participants
to enroll in graduate programs and then track their progress through
successful completion of advanced degrees. The goal is to increase the
attainment of Ph.D. degrees by students from underrepresented
segments of society.
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HELPFUL WEBSITES
Oregon TRIO Association (OTA):

https://oregontrio.org

Northwest Association of Educational
Opportunity Programs (NAEOP):

https://naeoptrio.org

Council for Opportunity in Education (COE):

https://coenet.org

U.S. Department of Education TRIO Home Page:

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/trio

CONTACT
INFORMATION
President – Christine Riehl, Clatsop Community College

president@oregontrio.org

President-Elect – Chris Mahan – Southern Oregon University presidentelect@oregontrio.org
Secretary – Becky Attaway – Umpqua Community College

secretary@oregontrio.org

Treasurer – Linda Liu – Portland State University

treasurer@oregontrio.org

District 1 – Troy Henri – Clatsop Community College

district1@oregontrio.org

District 2 – Zach Jones – Oregon Tech

district2@oregontrio.org

District 3 – Summer Baber – Mt. Hood Community College

district3@oregontrio.org

District 4 – *VACANT*

district4@oregontrio.org

District 5 – Hayley Gibbs – Chemeketa Community College

district5@oregontrio.org

Communications Rep – Naomi McCreary – SOU

commrep@oregontrio.org

OTA Fellow – Whillamina Wise – Southern Oregon University alumni@oregontrio.org
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Reach
Out!
OREGON TRIO ASSOCIATION
1651 Lexington Ave, Astoria, Oregon 97103, U.S.
executivedirector@oregontrio.org
oregontrio.org
instagram.com/or.trio
facebook.com/or.trio
twitter.com/oregontrio
Search Oregon TRIO Association on Linkedin and Guidestar

Designed by: Jordan Jay
pdxjordanjay@gmail.com

